400            FOETY-FIYE YEABS UNDER THE FLAG

The happy association with the loved ones at home was missing,
but, though absent in the flesh, our thoughts went back to them
and all that this happy season meant there in " Peace on earth
and good will towards men.''

Between the two great American republics the most cordial
relations of friendship then existed. This gave to the inter-
change of the usual civilities observed between the official rep-
resentatives of both a cordiality that was marked by a sincere
welcome extended to the eommander-in-chief and his officers.

To onr countrymen residing in the republic the visit of the
flagship was especially gratifying, and in many ways their pleas-
ure was expressed in their courteous reception and attentions.
It is certain that all who had the opportunity to enjoy these
courtesies and hospitalities will recall pleasant memories that
lapse of time and change of circumstances can never efface.

Not long after the Chicago arrived the eommander-in-chief
was waited upon by a committee of his countrymen to ascertain
the date when he could be present at a reception to be given
to him and his officers by their fellow countrymen resident in
the Argentine capital. January 23, 1900, was named, for the
reason that, after an official inspection had been made of the
vessels of the squadron, it was found necessary to proceed to
Montevideo for consultation with the American Minister with
respect to some unrest in the republic of Uruguay, due to the
prevailing rumors of a revolutionary force being assembled to
overthrow the Government of that country. A few days were
spent at Montevideo, and duriag this interval the usual cere-
monious interchange of civilities took place, including a call
upon and presentation to President Cuestas and his Cabinet.
Here, as at Buenos Aires, the commander-in-chief and his officers
were received with marked courtesy and deference from every
one, from the greatest to the least of the inhabitants. The
entente inaugurated on this occasion widened as our sojourn
lengthened on the station. The commander-in-chief and his
officers were made as welcome in the homes of the executive as
in those of the citizens, while the men of the squadron were made
to feel at home whenever on leave, which was granted almost
daily.

"With the situation there in better hand, the flagship returneded the belief that the eight-inch marks and
